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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a gallium nitride compound semiconductor light 
emitting element for which the light emitting efficiency on its main light emitting surface 
side and the luminous intensity distribution immediately above the element can be 
improved. 

SOLUTION: A gallium nitride compound semiconductor light emitting element contains a 
transparent conductive substrate having first and second main surfaces, a laminated 
semiconductor structure composed of gallium nitride compound semiconductors laminated 
upon the first main surface of the substrate 1 , a p-side electrode 7 provided on the surface 
of the uppermost layer of the laminated semiconductor structure, and an n-side electrode 
6 provided on the second main surface of the substrate 1 . Uniform light emission can be 
secured from the whole surface of an active layer 3 and the quantity of light emitted from 
the main light emitting surface side of the light emitting element is increased in such a way 
that the second main surface is used as the main light emitting surface and the p-side 
electrode 7 is formed on an almost whole surface of the uppermost layer of the laminated 
semiconductor structure, and then, the n-side electrode 6 is partially or wholly formed in 
the peripheral edge section of the second main surface. 
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